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،ةعزيزتي التلميذ عزيزي التلميذ،  

  

كلغة أجنبية ثانية من المواد األساس  اإلنجليزيةتعتبر مادة اللغة                       

واألساتذة بفضل مساعدة األستاذات  أنك ال شك. لالمتحان الوطني الموحد للبكالوريا

 قدرات  من بناءتمكنت ، قد وبفضل مجهوداتك الشخصية سهروا على تكوينك الذين

التعليم دة في مستوى خالل دراستك لهذه الما ية متنوعةكافية وطورت مهارات لغو

أهيلي، لكن االستعداد الجتياز هذه المادة في االمتحان الوطني يتطلب منك، الثانوي الت

ومراجعتها  لحصص الدراسية وتدوين الدروس ا حضور المواظبة على إضافة إلى 

في التعامل مع موضوع  اكتساب بعض االستراتيجيات والتقنيات  ،تمارين إضافية وإنجاز

تعليمات وتوجيهات المهام والتمارين المدرجة في   ذلك فهم  بما في  االمتحان الوطني.

 واالستئناس بنماذج من المواضيع المقترحة.  االمتحان

 اللغة مادة أسئلة اختبار  مع لكيفية التعامل  فهمك تعميق  على الدليل  هذا  ك يساعد أن  أملنا

   والنجاح.  بالتوفيقلك  متمنياتنا مع االمتحان. في  لتفوقاو  أدائك لتحسين اإلنجليزية
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FOREWORD 

               

Dear student, 

 

English as a foreign language is considered one of the main subjects in the 

unified national baccalaureate exam 

There is no doubt that thanks both to your teachers’ help, and your 

personal efforts, you have been able to build sufficient competencies and 

develop various language skill while studying this school subject in high 

school. 

However, preparing for the English test in the national exam requires, 

besides attending classes regularly, writing down lessons, reviewing them 

and doing supplementary exercises, acquiring some strategies and 

techniques in dealing with the exam paper.  This includes understanding 

instructions to do the tasks and exercises included in the test and being 

familiar with samples of exam papers. 

We hope that this guide helps you deepen your understanding of how to 

deal with the English language test questions in order to improve your 

performance and hence excel in the exam.  

We wish you all the best. 

                              The authors 
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A word to the student 

 

Dear student, 

The Baccalaureate exam is an important stage in your studies. Students of all streams have to 

sit for The English Exam. You have certainly built up enough linguistic abilities and 

developed various language skills (during the course of your high school studies) with the 

help of your teachers. This guide will help you understand the components of the English Bac 

exam  paper and guide you through the different activities and tasks that you will be required 

to complete during the specified time. As you will notice, the guide will not give you practice 

exercises in grammar, vocabulary, and functions. It will rather provide you with strategies and 

techniques in taking this exam so that you can manage your time better, grasp the meaning of 

the instructions and hopefully score higher in the exam.   

The structure of the guide reflects the structure of the English exam paper in that it starts with 

the reading comprehension component followed by the language section and ending with the 

writing part. It is based on The National Baccalaureate Exam Specifications for the English 

Subject1. You will find some general facts about all the sections of the test, and then an 

explanation of all the instructions together with some examples and answers or cues whenever 

possible. 

At the end of each section, you will have a corresponding set of tasks taken from past national 

exam papers with an answer key. The writing section will feature different samples of the 

types of writing you may be given, such as paragraphs, formal or informal letters, reports, 

articles, e-mails and so on. 

We hope this guide will help increase your understanding of how to deal with the 

Baccalaureate Exam questions in order to improve your performance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 ) 2015 .اإلنجليزيةاللغة مادة اإلطار المرجعي ل (للبكالورياالموحد  الوطني المتحانا ة الختبارات المرجعي  رطاأل1
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Introduction to the English Baccalaureate Exam paper 
 

The Baccalaureate English Exam Paper generally consists of 5 pages. The first page (1/5) is 

separate and contains the reading the text(s). The other pages (2, 3, 4 &5) contain questions or 

tasks related to the three sections:   

Section One:  Comprehension (scored out of 15 points) 

Section Two:  Language    (scored out of 15 points) 

Section Three:  Writing     (scored out of 10 points) 

You are supposed to answer directly on the exam sheet where you are given enough space for 

each section and question. 

The whole exam paper looks like the following: 
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The exam duration and coefficients differ from one stream to another. They are clarified in 

the table below:  

Stream Exam duration Coefficient 

Arts 3 hours 4 

Humanities 3 hours 3  

All science, technical and original streams 2 hours 2  

Vocational streams 2 hours 2 

Vocational streams (culinary arts; catering; 

logistics and fashion design) 

3 hours 4 

Vocational streams (Trade and Accounting) 3 hours 2 

 

 المسلك المدة الزمنية  المعامل

س 3 4  مسلك اآلداب 

س 3 3 ةم اإلنسانيمسلك العلو   

س 2 2  كل مسالك الشعب العلمية و التقنية و األصيلة و المهنية  

س 3 4  اللوجستيك و تصميم األزياءو  مسالك فنون الطبخ و خدمات الطعامة 

س 3 2  مسلكي التجارة و المحاسبة 

 

 

 
Generally, each stream has a specific exam. But there may be some parts or sections which 

are shared between streams. The three sections of the National Exam Paper are scored as 

follows:  
Comprehension Language Writing 

All streams 15/40 15/40 10/40 

 
The overall mark is out of 40. It is then divided by 2 to give a final mark out of 20. 

 
THE COMPREHENSION SECTION 

 

1. General Facts 

 
The comprehension section consists in one or more texts and a number of tasks which test 

your understanding of the text in general: main ideas, writer’s attitude/ purpose … or specific 

information or expressions in the text: referents, word synonym etc. Before explaining the 

instructions for this section, it is useful to introduce you to some general facts: 
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• The text length varies according to the stream type.  

 

Stream 
Total number of words 

(with a margin of 10%) 

Arts 350 – 450 

Humanities 300 – 400 

All science, technical and original 

streams 
250 – 350 

 

• Texts can be related to different topics that you study in the units of the textbook or to 

issues considered relevant to your age, interests, background and experience. 

• Texts can be in the form of articles, letters, emails, biographies, film/book reviews, 

reports, and advertisements. They may contain charts, pictures or other graphical 

representations. Questions can be about the text itself and accompanying pictures or 

other visual supports.  

Example: The following picture is an example of a graphic representation which was 

included in a text2: 

 

 
 

You can see that question 3 in Exercise C is about the picture. 

 

 
The answer could be: Life is beautiful without smoking/ quit smoking because life is 

beautiful/ …. Remember that all answers which convey the message correctly are 

accepted. In this particular question, the picture contains sentences which help you find 

the idea. Note that two elements should be combined to give the complete message: the 

relationship between smoking and life. 

 

• Answers to comprehension question should be based on the reading text. Information 

can be explicitly stated in the text (direct) or implicit (indirect). When it is implicit, like 

the writer’s attitude or purpose, you have to deduce the answers. In both cases, you 

must rely on clues from the text. 

 
2Taken from The National Baccalaureate Exam. Main session 2014. All science, technical and original streams 
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• For word meaning or reference tasks, the relevant paragraph (where the answer is 

located) is indicated.3 

• Questions appear in textual order within the rubrics4. That is to say, they are ordered in 

the same order of the information in the text.  

• Reading texts could be narrative, informative, descriptive, expository, or argumentative.  

• Answers may get a score of 0/ 0.5/ 1/ 1.5 or 2 points. 

• When writing answers, you are expected to use your own words. Sometimes, you may 

use expressions or sentences as they appear in the text. 

• The main focus is to test your understanding of the text. Yet, it is always good to use 

correct language when you write your answers.  

 

In the comprehension section you will find exercises in the form of: 

 

➢ True or False with or without justification 

➢ Open questions beginning with WH, like where, when, who, why, how long, etc. 

➢ Chart Filling 

➢ Gap Filling 

➢ Matching 

➢ Multiple Choice 

➢ Sentence Completion 

➢ Ordering 

 

 

 

2. Rubrics: explanation and examples 
 

Rubrics are instructions given at the beginning of each exercise. They inform you about what 

you are supposed to do (answer questions, fill in a chart, complete sentences…).The score for 

each rubric is also indicated. 
 

➢ Rubric 1: ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS. 

- This rubric may include Wh-questions or yes/no questions.  

 

- Yes/ no questions are questions which you can answer by writing yes or no. In most 

cases, you will be required to give a justification for the answer. 

     The following is an example: 

 

Question: Is the writer enthusiastic about the use of renewable sources of energy? 

Justify your answer. 
Possible answer: Yes, the writer is enthusiastic because he says “using renewable 

sources of energy is the best solution to our energy problems. I ask/ urge our 

government to plan and encourage the use of these sources. 

 

 
3Examples of this are given later in this guide. 
4Instructions given at the beginning of each exercise. 
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- A Wh-question starts with a Wh-question word. Here is a list of some common 

questions. The examples are meant to help you see the use of these words and how to 

write answers. Remember that ALL answers have to be based on the information 

which is explicitly stated in or inferred from the text. 

 

 
5You may also see « whom » when asking about a person (in the object position) 
6 Question 
7 Answer 
8 Note here the use of the word “problems” in the plural, which implies that you have to list more than ONE 

problem 

Wh-question 

word 
Targeted information Examples 

Who5 

Whom 

Person/ people 

(singular or plural) 

Q6: Who invented the telephone? 

A7: (It’s) Graham Bell 

Q: Whom did you lend your tablet? 

A: To my cousin, Leila. 

What 

An object/ thing/ event…. 
Q: What did Liza’s father buy? 

A: Liza’s father/ He bought a car. 

An occupation/ job/ 

activity 

Q: What does Hind do? 

A: She is a doctor. 

 

What + Noun 

 

 

Information about the 

noun following “what” 

Q: What colour is your shirt? 

A: It’s blue 

Q: What languages does Tom speak? 

A: He speaks English, German and 

Japanese. 

Q: What problems8did Ahmed face when 

he emigrated? 

A: He faced discrimination and loneliness. 

Q: What kind/ sort/ type of films do you 

like? 

A: I love comedy and action films. 

What 

(be)…… like? 

Description (of a person, 

an object, a place…) 

Q: What is the weather like in Marrakech 

in May? 

A: It’s hot and sunny 

Q: What was the film like? 

A: It long but very interesting. 

 

Why 

 

Reason/ cause/ purpose 

Q: Whydid women in the village start 

illiteracy classes? 

A: …because they wanted to learn to read 

and write and help their kids with 

homework/ … in order to / so as to help 

their kids with homework. 

When Time 

Q: When did you last go to the movies? 

A: two years ago/ when I was at school/ in 

January 2017… 
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➢ Rubric 2: ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? 

➢ Rubric 3: ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? 

CORRECT THE FALSE ONES. 

➢ Rubric 4: ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY. 

➢ Rubric 5: ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? TICK (√)  THE      

                      RIGHT BOX. 

Where 

Place 
Q: Where does Nancy live? 

A: She lives in Australia. 

Origin: city, nationality, 

country… 

Q: Where is Amina from? 

A: She’s from a small village in the south 

of Morocco/She is Moroccan. 

Which Choice 
Q: Which cities do tourists prefer? 

A: They prefer coastal cities. 

 

How 

 

Manner/ Way 
Q: How do you go to school? 

A: I go to school by bus. 

Q: How did Zang get money for the 

project? 

A: He posted videos on Facebook and You 

Tube to collect money. 

Or A: …by / through posting videos. 

Or via videos posted on Facebook. 

Whose Possessive 
Q: Whose car did the criminals use? 

A: They used an old farmer’s car. 

How old Age 

Q: How old was Beth when she won the 

first gold medal? 

A: She was 18 (eighteen) / she was 18 

years old. 

 

How often Frequency 

Q: How often did Imane visit her home 

country? 

A: Once a year/ three times a year… 

How much 

Quantity 

(how much + uncountable 

noun) 

Q: How much money did Brahim need to 

start his business? 

A: He needed 380.000Dh. 

Price 

Q: How much is this computer? 

Or: How much does this computer cost? 

A: It costs 6.000 Dh. 

How many 

Number 

(how many + countable 

noun) 

Q: How many students participated in the 

competition? 

A: 500 participants. 

How long 

Length 
Q: How long is the Sebou River? 

A:It’s 450kilometres long. 

Duration 

Q: How long does the Imilchil ‘Moussem’  

last? 

A: It lasts three days. 



14 
 

As you have probably noticed, rubrics (from 2 to 5) are all about True/ False statements. In 

rubric 2, you only have to write whether the statement is true or false. Or tick the answer in 

the right box. In rubric 4, the scoring will be divided into two parts: the answer (true or false) 

and the justification of the answer. All answers MUST be justified whether true or false. In 

rubric 3, you are supposed to correct the statement based on information in the text.  

 To help you understand these rubrics better, look at how the answers in the example below 

differ. 

 

Read the following passage and answer the questions. Then, check your answers in the chart 

after the passage9:  

 

 

 
Now, see how these two questions can be answered: 

 
9The passage and questions are taken from the National Exam Paper main session 2015. Arts stream. 
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Rubric/ 

instruction 
Possible answers Remarks 

ARE THESE 

STATEMENTS 

TRUE OR 

FALSE? 

JUSTIFY. 

1. False. He joined the call center after 

graduation/after he graduated/ after he 

finished his studies at university… 

 

2. False. He says: “the four-week 

training we had wasn’t enough”. 

 

3. True. Some clients make the 

reservation online. Still, they call to 

make sure it is done. 

For the scoring: 0.5 pt for the 

first part (that is if you write 

“false” or true, and 0.5 pt for 

the right justification. The 

justification is not considered/ 

marked if the true / false 

answer is not correct. 

ARE THESE 

STATEMENTS 

TRUE OR 

FALSE? 

1. False 

2. False 

3. True 

Here, no justification is 

required. The scoring will be 

either 1 pt or 0 pt. 

ARE THESE 

STATEMENTS 

TRUE OR 

FALSE? 

CORRECT 

THE FALSE 

ONES. 

1. False. He joined the call center after 

graduation/after he graduated. 

 

2. False. He thinks the four-week 

training he had wasn’t enough. 

 

3. True. 

 

For the scoring: 0.5 pt for the 

first part (if you write “false” 

or true), and 0.5 pt for the 

correction of the false item. 

When the answer is true, you 

will receive 1 pt if you write 

“true” or 0 pt if your answer is 

not correct. 

ARE THESE 

STATEMENTS 

TRUE OR 

FALSE? TICK 

(√) THE 

RIGHT BOX. 

True                False 

 

✓  

✓  

✓  

 

Here again, you will receive 1 

pt if you tick the right box.No 

justification is required here. 

 

➢ Rubric 6: CHOOSE THE BEST TITLE FOR THE PASSAGE.  

This is an example of Multiple Choice Questions. 
 

This rubric aims to check your understanding of the text as a whole. Choosing a title for a text 

means you have understood the main ideas it deals with. You are given some possible titles to 

choose from (generally three options). Only one is correct, the other options are incorrect 

because they refer to ideas that refer only to a part of the text or do not exist in the text at all.  

For example, in a text that deals with causes and consequences of road accidents and which 

in one of the paragraphs compares this phenomenon to a war, you may get the following 

options: 

 

CHOOSE THE BEST TITLE FOR THE PASSAGE. 

a- Wars in Morocco 

b- Consequences of road accidents in Morocco. 

c- Road accidents in Morocco. 

       The best answer is: ………………………………………………………….. 
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In this example, the first option (a) “wars in Morocco” is an incorrect answer  because the text 

is not at all about wars in Morocco despite the comparison that you may find in the passage. 

The second option (b)“consequences of road accidents in Morocco” is an idea which is 

present in the text, but which may have been discussed in one or two paragraphs of the 

passage. This implies that more ideas are present but are neglected in this option. The third 

option (c) “road accidents in Morocco” seems to be more convenient because it reflects the 

most important topic/ issue and does not neglect other important ideas in the text. 
 

➢ Rubric 7: CHOOSE THE RIGHT ANSWER FROM THE LIST GIVEN. 
 

This rubric can deal with different information related to the following:  

✓ the type of text; 

✓ the  source;  

✓ the purpose; 

✓ the main idea of the text; 

✓ the attitude of the writer. 

Generally, you are given the possibility to: 

✓ Choose the right letter;      ( a, b, c or d)              

✓ Circle;   

✓ underline the answer;  to convine the reader 

✓ or tick the correct box.    √ 

 Sometimes, a space is provided immediately after the options to write the answer you have 

chosen.  Here you can write only the letter corresponding to your correct choice or write the 

whole answer. 

Consider this example:  

You are given a text that presents information and events a writer gives about his/ her life: 

childhood, school friends, memories and activities…. Then, you are given the following task: 

 

CHOOSE THE RIGHT ANSWER FROM THE LIST GIVEN. 

          The text is probably taken from 

a- a film review. 

b- an autobiography. 

c- an encyclopedia. 

 

           The best answer is: ………………………………………………………….. 

 

As you probably know, a film review gives information about a film, the actors, the story, the 

special effects, etc.  An autobiography is a piece of writing a person writes about his / her own 

life. An encyclopedia presents information on various topics: a thing, a person, a place or a 

phenomenon in an objective way. So, the correct answer in this case is “b” or “an 

autobiography”. 

 

Now, consider this second example from a previous national exam paper:10 

 
10National Exam Paper, Make up session 2014. Arts. 



17 
 

 

 

Answer Key: 

1. Polymath : knows a lot about different subjects 

2. Exceptional: extraordinary    

 This an example to illustrate multiple choice in understanding  vocabulary  from 

context. 

 

➢ Rubric 8: COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES WITH 

INFORMATION FROM THE TEXT. 

➢ Rubric 9: FILL IN THE BLANKS WITH WORDS, PHRASES OR 

EXPRESSIONS FROM THE TEXT. 

 

In these two tasks, you are given incomplete sentences. To complete them, you will either 

pick a whole sentence or part of a sentence from the text. You can also take the idea from the 

text and express it in your own words (Rubric 8). Sometimes, you have to use a word, a 

phrase or an expression that you take from the text (Rubric 9). In all cases, always remember 

that the information you write should come from the text.  As an example of rubric 8, read the 

passage below and do the task11  before you check your answers using the ones suggested. 

 
11National Baccalaureate Exam Paper, Main session 2016, All science and technical streams. 
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For the first sentence, the expression “distant” is synonymous to the word “remote” in 

paragraph [4]: places that are far away, and the expression “no longer need to” means “do not 

have to”. You can see that this expression is used in this paragraph. Notice that the structure 

of the sentence in the exercise is similar to the one in the text, which means that you can use 

the same wording of the text. Thus, you can write as an answer: 

1. With the CardioPad, heart patients in distant areas no longer need to travel to urban 

centers to seek medical examinations.  

However, you can use your own words to express the same idea. 

In the second sentence, you can see that the idea which explains Zang’s attitude towards 

money is present in paragraph [6]. The last lines of the text state that Zang’s vision (how he 

sees things) is not of money. The first part of the sentence uses the expression “is interested 

in+ gerund [verb (+ing)]. So, you can keep the same structure for the second part and add the 

gerund form of the verb “find” or simply use the verb “improve” that you have in the text in 

gerund form.  

2. Zang is not interested in making money, but in finding better ways to help improve 

/in improving people’s lives. You can formulate your own answer expressing the 

same idea. 

 

➢ Rubric 10: FILL IN THE CHART WITH THE RIGHT INFORMATION 

FROM THE TEXT. 

 

This chart-filling exercise is probably a task that you are familiar with. You have to complete 

the chart with information from the text: names, dates, events, places, qualities…. Here is a 

passage and an exercise that you can do as an example12: 
 

 
12National Baccalaureate Exam Paper, Make-up session 2011.Arts. 
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Answer Key: 

 

Years Events (What happened) 

2005 Mark and Dustin moved to California and set up an office there. 

2009 Facebook claimed that it had attained over 350 million users. 

2011 movie/ film “The Social Network” won the Golden Globes award for Best Picture 

 

➢ Rubric 11: FIND IN THE TEXT WORDS, PHRASES OR EXPRESSIONS 

THAT  MEAN THE SAME AS. 

➢ Rubric 12: FIND IN THE TEXT WORDS, PHRASES OR EXPRESSIONS 

THAT MEAN THE OPPOSITE OF. 
 

These two rubrics focus more on your understanding of particular words or expressions in the 

text. They target an important skill in reading; which is using the context to guess the 

meaning of new words. It is of course obvious that you need to understand the word given in 

the exercise first in order to be able to find its synonym or opposite in the text. 
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 Generally, exercises about finding words that mean the same as a given word are  more 

frequent in national exams than exercises about  finding opposites. However, the two rubrics 

can be dealt with in a similar way. Sometimes, it is useful to consider the form/ word 

category of the expression, such as: past simple form, infinitive, gerund, adverbs in –ly, 

nouns, singular, plural, etc.  But this is not always the case as you may see in the examples 

below. The most helpful cue in these tasks is that you are given the paragraph (number) 

where the answer is to be found. This should make it easy and save time because you will go 

directly to the indicated paragraph in order to find the answer. Consider the following 

examples13: 

 

 
Answer Key: 

1. depend on : rely on 

2. inhabitants: residents 

3. look for: seek 

 

 
13National Exam Paper, Main session 2013.Arts. 
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For more practice, let’s consider the following short passages. You will have to find a 

synonymous expression/ word in sentences 1to 3 and expressions that mean the opposite in 

sentences 4 to 6: 

1. Nadia sent many applications to different universities all over the world. Finally, she 

was able to get a scholarship after so many attempts. 

Find a word that mean the same as “in the end”:……………………… 

2. …..After the death of their parents, Ali and Leila’s uncle came to visit them regularly, 

providing care and help with all necessities of life. 

Find a word that mean the same as “giving”:………………………….. 

3. The child moved from place to another, shouted, laughed and imitated people. His  

rude behaviour began to irritate all the people in the room.  

Find a word that mean the same as “make angry”:……..…………….. 

4. The roads were covered with snow and the rain was heavy. John slowed down and 

drove carefully. 

Find a word that mean the opposite of “in a carless way”: ……….….. 

5. Some people think that excessive use of smartphones, tablets and laptops may lead to 

health problems. 

Find a word that mean the opposite of “very little”:………….……….. 

6. The economic decline of the country led to unemployment and poverty. Many young 

people decided to emigrate and look for better living conditions. 

Find a word that mean the opposite of “development and growth”:…..…….. 

 

Answer Key: 

1. In the end: finally                                         4. In a careless way≠   carefully                           

2. Giving: providing                                         5. Very little≠  excessive 

3. Make angry: irritate                                      6. Development and growth ≠  decline 

 

➢ Rubric 13: MATCH EACH IDEA WITH THE CORRESPONDING 

PARAGRAPH. 
 

This task aims to test your ability to identify and locate the main ideas of a text.You are given 

a chart or a list of ideas and a list of paragraph numbers in the text. You have to match the 

idea with the correct paragraph number. Generally, the wording of the ideas gives some 

details which help you relate that idea to a particular paragraph (number).To see this more 

clearly, read the passage below and answer the task which follows14: 

 
14Taken from the National Exam Paper .Main session 2016.Humanities. 
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Answer Key: 

a- 5                   b- 6                      c- 4 

 

➢ Rubric 14: MATCH THE WORD(S)/PHRASE(S) OR EXPRESSION(S) 

WITH THE RIGHT EXPLANATION (S) ACCORDING TO THE TEXT. 

 

A text may give new terms (words) or concepts and explain them overtly by giving definitions 

or examples. This rubric checks your understanding of these concepts by giving you a list of 

words or phrases and possible explanations which you have to match. Consider the example 

below: 15 

 
15The passage is extracted from: Technology in Today's Changing World. 

http://www.teenink.com/opinion/social_issues_civics/article/466192/Technology-in-Todays-Changing-World/ 

http://www.teenink.com/opinion/social_issues_civics/article/466192/Technology-in-Todays-Changing-World/
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Answer Key: 

             1-b                      2- a                   3- c 

 

 

➢ Rubric 15: PICK OUT FROM THE TEXT A SENTENCE OR A PHRASE 

WHICH SHOWS THAT.16 

 

The statements/ sentences you are given in this exercise are correct: they represent ideas that 

have already been expressed in the text using the same or different words. What you have to 

do is to write the sentence/ phrase showing that the idea in the exercise is correct. This is 

nearly the same when you give a justification for a sentence which is true (in the true / false 

exercise). Sometimes, the number of the paragraph in which the answer is located is given. 

 
16Taken from the National Exam Paper Main session 2015- All science, technical and original streams 
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Answer Key: 

              1. She passed the Bac exam with honours. 

              2. They are marginalised by the government. 

              3. She says: “I’ve lost the use of my feet, not the use of my brain”. 

 

➢ Rubric 16: PUT THE FOLLOWING IDEAS/ ARGUMENTS/ SENTENCES/ 

EVENTS ...IN THE CORRECT ORDER IN WHICH THEY 

APPEAR IN THE TEXT. 
 

This sequencing or ordering task requires that you recognise the order of ideas as they appear 

in the text. Sometimes, this is made easy by giving events in a chronological order: that is to 

say, by providing dates which can be overtly stated or that you will have to find out using 

time indicators, such as “five years later”, “two months before”…Remember, though,  that the 

order in which ideas appear in a text may differ from their chronological order. For instance, a 

person may give information about his present situation (the year he graduated / got a job) in 

the first paragraph of a text and tell about primary and high school education in subsequent 

paragraphs. In this case, you have to choose the first option (i.e. the order of appearance in 

the text). 
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Now, consider this task in the text from a National Exam Paper17 

 

 

 
Answer Key : 

The correct order is: 3-2-5-1-4 

 
17National Exam Paper, Make-up session 2015, Arts. 
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➢ Rubric 17: TICK (√) THE QUESTIONS THAT THE PASSAGE ANSWERS. 

 

In this exercise, you have a list of questions. Each question is given with a box. You have to 

tick the boxes next to the questions which have answers in the text. In other words, if you can 

find an answer to the question in the text, then you tick it. If the question is not answered in 

the text, then you leave the box empty. To help you see this in practice, re-read the text about 

MalalaYousefzai (Rubric 16 above) and do the task below. 
 

TICK (√) THE QUESTIONS THAT THE PASSAGE ANSWERS. 

Where was MalalaYousefzai born? 

Why was she transferred to Birmingham? 

Who won the Sakharov Prize in 2014?   

 

Answer Key18:  

√  Where was MalalaYousefzai born?  (The answer is in paragraph 1) 

√  Why was she transferred to Birmingham? (The answer is in paragraph 3) 

Who won the the Sakharov Prize in 2014?         There is no answer to this question 

since MalalaYousefzai received this award in 2013, but we do not find in the text 

information about who got this award in 2014. 

 

➢ Rubric 18: WHAT DO THE UNDERLINED WORDS IN THE TEXT REFER 

TO? 
 

This reference task is frequent in the Baccalaureate exam paper. Its aim is to test your 

understanding of word references in a text. That is to say, to connect the underlined words and 

what they refer to in the text. The underlined words  can be pronouns: subject (I, you, he…)/ 

object (me, us, them…)/ possessive (his, our, their…)/ reflexive (itself/ herself/ 

themselves…),  pronouns :one/ ones (used to avoid repetition) or demonstratives (this/ that…) 

or relative pronouns (which/ who/ whom…) or other words (the term, the year, the 

team…).Then, this exercise requires that you find for each underlined word the person(s)/ 

thing(s)/ idea(s) it refers to. In other words, this underlined word may refer to a single word 

or expression in the text. But it may also refer to an idea expressed by a full sentence in the 

text. For example, in the passage: 

 

Nadia’s life as a young maid was not at all easy. The family’s daughter mistreated her. 

Here the pronoun “her” refers to Nadia. Now, suppose you are given the following passage:  

Nadia’s life as a young maid was not at all easy. The family’s daughter mistreated her. 

This made her feel sad and depressed. 

Or: Nadia’s life as a young maid was not at all easy. The family’s daughter mistreated her, 

which made her feel sad and depressed. 

 
18Remember you only have to tick the correct box. The justification given is just to help you understand the 

answers. 

√ 
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“this” and “which” do not refer to a single word / expression; they refer to the whole idea 

which precedes the pronoun 

the idea/ fact that the family daughter’s  mistreated her (the young maid/ Nadia ). 

 

Generally, you have to carefully examine the sentences before the underlined words to find 

the referent. In addition, you may use some elements, such as number (whether singular/ 

plural) person or thing (who/ which) …to help you locate the referent. This chart may be 

useful: 

Underlined word What you should look for 

here/ there Place 

Then Time 

who/ whom  person (singular/ plural) 

Which thing/ idea 

One singular person/ thing 

Ones plural people/ things 

that/ this singular person / thing/ idea 

these/ those plural 

he, him, his, himself singular male person 

She, her, herself singular female person 

it, itself , its Singular thing 

they, them , their, themselves Plural: people or things; male or female 
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Look at this rubric from a previous national exam paper19. 

 

 

 

Answer Key: 

1. The term : active citizenship  

2. these: values  

3. his :Nabil/Nabil’s 

 

➢ Rubric 19: WHAT IS THE WRITER’S OPINION/ ATTITUDE/ PURPOSE? 

In this question, you have to find out the opinion, the attitude or the purpose of the writer. 

 

 

 
19National Exam Paper. Main session, 2012, Humanities. 
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  The writer’s attitude: 

 Here you are supposed to show your understanding of the writer’s feeling about the subject 

he/she   is writing about. Writers express their attitudes through their word choice, sentence 

structure, and figurative language. Writers’ attitude can also be revealed through the details, 

reasons, and evidence they select to support their descriptions and arguments. 

 

Let’s take the example of a text which discusses the use of mobile phones at school. Generally 

a writer can be supportive, that is to say he agrees with/ approves of / accepts/ defends the 

use of mobile phones. Or he can disagree or be opposed to/against this use. A third 

possibility is to be neutral: s/he will present the opinions of supporters (those for) and 

opponents (those against) without taking sides with one group or another. Here, the writer is  

said to be neutral. When a writer seems not interested in or concerned about something, s/he 

would be described as being “indifferent”. Generally, you are given a list of options from 

which you can choose the most appropriate answer. 

 

The writer’s purpose: 

Here you are supposed to show your understanding of the reason why an author decides to 

write about a specific topic. A writer can write, for example, to inform, persuade, entertain, 

describe or explain his/ her ideas to the reader.   

Answer the following task20. Then, check your answer. 

 

 
Answer Key: 

The answer: The writer is against child marriage.  

 

 
20National Exam Paper. Main session 2015,Humanities. 
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A writer’s opinion/ attitude or purpose can be given at the beginning of the text, in the middle 

or in the end, or even throughout the text. Most writers would frequently give or remind 

readers of their opinions in the conclusion. But generally, it might be useful to look for an 

expression which explicitly gives this type of information. In the example above, note how 

the writer concludes by saying: “It is urgent to end early age marriage in Morocco…” 

 

Try now to answer this similar task from a National Exam Paper.21 

 

 
Answer Key: 

 The answer: …simple ideas can improve the quality of life. 

 

Though the writer refers to the relationship between water and health problems in paragraph 

[5], the last paragraph insists on the fact that the developed system “isn’t very complex”, that 

people should not overthink and look for solutions which are too complex”. It is also said that 

the “simple water system … has improved the lives of many people.” 

 

Sample comprehension section with answer key 

 

These are all the rubrics that you may find in the comprehension section. To close this 

section, it is a good exercise to work on a complete part of the National Exam Paper. Read the 

text, answer the questions22. Then, check your answer in the key provided after. 

 
21National Exam Paper, Make-up session 2015- Humanities. 
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[1]  Earlier this year, a United Nations (UN) 

report found that 10 percent of Cambodian children between 

the ages of 7 and 14 are working. It is one of the highest rates 

in Southeast Asia. The report said that one in four Cambodians 

aged 7 to 14 are forced to drop out of school to help their 

families. UN officials say the child labour rate in Cambodia has 

dropped over the past 10 years, but the country has a lot more 

to do to keep a greater number of children in school. 

[2] One story begins at a brick factory in 

Cambodia. Outside the building, 15-year-old Pheap and her 

mother, Chrup, are turning pieces of dirt into bricks. Pheap has 

worked at the factory for one year. She was taken out of school to support her father who was 

sick and to look after her 10-year-old sister and baby brother. Pheap and her mother each 

earns $80 a month. They work eight hours a day, seven days a week.  

[3]   About 430,000 Cambodians under 18 are employed. Half of them work in 

what the International Labour Organization calls the worst forms of child labour. These 

include agriculture, salt production, housework, fishing and brick-making. The director of the 

Child Labour Department in Cambodia says that targeting areas like agriculture and fisheries 

has helped reduce the number of child labourers to nearly a half since 1999. Making sure 

Cambodian children stay in school is a priority for the government. 

[4]  World Vision, a non-profit 

group, seeks to reduce child labour by offering 

assistance for both education and 

household incomes. The group, which operates a 

four-year project called EXCEL, receives financial 

support from the U.S. Department of Labour and 

has already helped 20,000 children. The group's 

leader Imelda Ochavillo says Cambodians are 

becoming less tolerant of child labour. But she 

says that more is needed to solve this complex 

issue. “If we want to reduce it significantly, we should alleviate poverty, provide alternative 

sources of income, offer decent employment for youth, and make education accessible.” She 

says child labour is usually not a major issue for children under age 12. Most of them remain 

in their villages and attend school. But it is between the ages of 12 and 17 that child labour 

becomes an issue.  

[5]Pheap dreams of finding a job in a clothing factory. That could double her 

wage. Her mother Chrup wants more for her, too. She says she does not want her daughter to 

work in the brick factory. But a better future for Chrup’s family is far from guaranteed. Her 

other daughter, aged 10, won’t be admitted to school because of her age. Anyway, she is 

needed to look after her baby brother. Definitely, it is hard for Pheap and other Cambodian 

children to find a way out of poverty without education.  

 

                                                                                                                                 Adapted from:    

http://learningenglish.voanews.com 
 

 
22National Exam Paper, 2016. Make up session.Arts. 
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I. COMPREHENSION      (15 POINTS) 
 

BASE ALL YOUR ANSWERS ON THE TEXT. 
 

 

A. ARE THESE SENTENCES TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY.       (2 pts)  

 

1. The Cambodian government has managed to stop child labour. 

        . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

2. EXCEL project is financed by the Cambodian government. 

        . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

B. ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS.         (2 pts) 
 

1. Why was Pheap forced to leave school? 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

2. What does Chrup do to get money for her family? 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 

C. COMPLETE THESE SENTENCES WITH INFORMATION FROM THE 

TEXT.  (3 pts)        

1. Agriculture, brick making and housework are considered . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  by the International Labour 

Organisation. 

2. According to Imelda Ochavillo, alleviating poverty and making education 

accessible will . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

3. Pheap would earn more money if  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

D. PICK OUT FROM THE TEXT PHRASES OR SENTENCES WHICH SHOW 

THAT (2 pts) 
 

1. Pheap and her mother work hard.  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

2. the Cambodian government is concerned with keeping children at school. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 

E. FIND IN THE TEXT WORDS THAT MEAN ALMOST THE SAME AS   (3 pts) 
 

1. decreased   (paragraph 1):   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

2. problem(paragraph 4):  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

3. accepted     (paragraph 5):  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 

 

F.  WHAT DO THE UNDERLINED WORDS IN THE TEXT REFER TO?      (3 

pts)  
 

1. the country  (paragraph 1) : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

2. them            (paragraph 4) : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     

3. her                (paragraph 5) : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    
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Answer Key: 

 

COMPREHENSION    (15 POINTS) 
 

   Sometimes, more than one answer is possible. 
 

   A. TRUE OR FALSE:  (2 pts)   (1 pt each: 0.5 pt for the right choice and 0.5 pt for the right 

justification.) 
1. F:  Cambodian children between the ages of 7 and 14 are working/the country has a lot 

more to do to keep a greater number of children in school … 

2. F: receives financial support from the U.S. Department of Labor 

 

   B. WH QUESTIONS:   (2 pts; 1 pt each) 

1. to support her father who was sick / to look after her 10-year-old sister and baby brother 

2. She works in a brick factory/ by making bricks in a factory 

 

   C. SENTENCE COMPLETION:   (3 pts; 1 pt each) 

1. .... the worst forms of child labour 

2. ..... will reduce child labour (significantly) 

3. she could find/ found a job in a clothing factory. 

 

   D. PICK OUT SENTENCES:    (2 pts; 1 pt each)  

1. They work eight hours a day, seven days a week. 

2. Making sure Cambodian children stay in school is a priority for the government 

 

   E. WORD MEANING:        (3 pts; 1 pt each)            

                 1. dropped          2. issue    3. admitted 

 

   F. WORD REFERENCE:    (3 pts ; 1 pt each) 

                  1.Cambodia                2.children under age 12                3. Pheap 
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THE LANGUAGE SECTION 

 

1. General Facts 

 
This section includes vocabulary, grammar and functions, and aims at testing your ability to 

use language accurately and appropriately.   

Distribution and weighting   

VOCABULARY  

4 points 

GRAMMAR 

7 points 

FUNCTIONS 

4 points 

 

➢ VOCABULARY 

The items in this section test vocabulary items related to topics and themes of the units you 

study in your textbooks. They include exercises in: 
 

✓ Collocations. 

✓ Word associations. 

✓ Definitions of key terms. 

✓ Synonyms/ antonyms  

 

✓ Word formation  

✓ Suffixes, prefixes and their meanings  

✓ Phrasal verbs  

✓ Idiomatic expressions. 

 

➢ GRAMMAR 

Grammar items test your ability to recognize and use language accurately and appropriately. 

They target the following:  

 

✓ Tenses and tense aspects. 

✓ Wishes (present and past), if 

only (past), and conditionals. 

(0, I, II and III) 

✓ Reported speech.  

✓ Modals. 

✓ Linking words.  

✓ Infinitive vs. gerund. 

✓ Passive voice with different tenses. 

✓ Passive voice with modals.  

✓ Restrictive and non-restrictive clauses.  

In some exercises, you have to choose the correct answer from the list given. In others, you 

have to produce the correct answer/ form. 

➢ FUNCTIONS 

The language functions you are supposed to know and be able to use consist in the following  

social /communicative ones: 
 

✓ Making and responding to requests. 

✓ Responding to good and bad news. 

✓ Expressing regret. 

✓ Complaining. 

✓ Apologizing. 

✓ Asking for advice. 

✓ Giving advice. 

✓ Expressing opinion. 

✓ Asking for opinion. 

✓ Agreeing and disagreeing. 

✓ Expressing certainty and uncertainty. 

✓ Expressing lack of understanding and 

asking for clarification. 
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Test techniques for the language section 

A variety of test techniques are included in the language section. The following are the most 

frequently used. 

✓ Providing the correct verb tense/ form. 

✓ Rewriting sentences. 

✓ Joining sentences. 

✓ Completing sentences. 

✓ Gap filling. 

✓ Matching. 

✓ Multiple choice. 

 

✓ Cloze procedure with list or with first 

letter given. 

✓ Classifying/categorizing.  

✓ Correcting errors. 

✓ Responding to situations. 

✓ Completing dialogues    

Rubrics: explanation and examples 

 

   The rubrics below are used when testing grammar, vocabulary, and functions. Explanations 

and examples are given for each rubric. 

 

I. FUNCTIONS 
 

1. COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING DIALOGUE(S) APPROPRIATELY 
 

Here, you need to fill in the blanks in the dialogue either from the list or using your 

background knowledge. 

  (there are many expressions you can use; Answers may differ.) 

 

Example. 

 

A. MATCH EACH EXPRESSION TO ITS APPROPRIATE FUNCTION. (2 pts) 

 

In this exercise,you need to understand each expression on the left column and     

match it to its appropritae function on the right one. 

 

You have the choice to write down the function or just the correct letter corresponding 

to each number, as represented in the examples bellow. 
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Example 1 
 

Expressions Functions 

1. For me, the Moroccan carpets are the best 

2. Glad to hear that. Congratulations. 

3. I’m sorry to say it, but this is not the tablet I 

ordered. 

4. I shouldn’t have refused this invitation. The 

party was great. 

a. Expressing regret 

b. Making request 

c. Complaining 

d. Expressing opinion 

e. Responding to good news 

f. Asking for advice 

 

Answer Key: 

1- Expressing opinion.        2- Responding to good news.        3- Complaining.         

4- Expressing regret. 

Or:        1 – d             2 - e           3 -c           4 – a 

 

Example 2 

 

Expressions 

 

Functions 

 

1. “Could you help me with my luggage, please?” 

2. “I’m terribly sorry for the mess I’ve made in the kitchen.” 

3. “For me, hard work always pays off in the end.” 

4. “I definitely share your opinion on this problem.” 

 

a. Expressing opinion 

b. Apologizing 

c. Making a request 

d. Complaining 

e. Agreeing 

 

 

1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 

Answer Key: 

1 – c            2 – b          3 -a           4 – e 

 

 

B. CHOOSE THE APPROPRIATE ANSWER. 

Your classmate got 20/20 on a math test. What would you say to him/ her? 

 

a. I’m awfully sorry for this mark. 

b. Thank you for your mark. 

c. Congratulations on getting the top mark. 

The appropriate answer is. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

 

This  is a multiple  choice exercise. Here, you need to understand the situation and 

choose the appropriate answer from the list given: a or b or c. 
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In this case, since the situaion is about good news, the most appropriate answer is « c » 

(Responding to good news) 

 

C. COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING EXCHANGES. (2 pts) 

 

                                                                                      

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                        

 

Here you have to complete the first or second part of the exchange. You need to read 

carefully and understand the situation to give an appropriate response using your own 

words. 

The first example is about responding to a request; so you need to write a positive or 

negative response. 

In the second example, the waiter is offering to get another meal to the customer as a 

response to a complaint. So you need to write an appropriate response complaining 

about the food.    

D. COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING DIALOGUE(S) APPROPRIATELY 

 

 

Tony needs his classmate’s calculator to do his math homework.   
Tony: (makes a request) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

  Classmate: (responds)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Could you lend me 

some money, Jane ? 
………………………………

…………………………….. 

…………………………

…………………………

…………………………

………………. 

I’m so sorry sir. 

I’ll get you 

another one. 
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Answer Key: 

                Tony: Could you/ could you please lend me your calculator? I need it to do my homework. 

Classmate: ( responding positively) certainly, here it is/ her you are.  

Or ( responding negatively) I m afraid I can’t. I need it for my homework,too. 

 

 

 

II. GRAMMAR 

 

 

A. CHOOSE THE RIGHT ANSWER. 
 

It is a multiple  choice exercise. You circle or rewrite the right answer from the 

proposed choices. 

 

Example. 

 

 

 

 

Answer Key: 

 

The earthquake destroyed many villages, last night. 

The correct answer is “d” because this a definite action in the past. It is indicated by 

last night. So you need to use the simple past. 

While I was working in the garden, I hurt my back. 

 

 

 

 

 

1. The earthquake ………………………many villages last night. 

a- destroys 

b- has destroyed 

c- is destroying 

d- destroyed 

2. While I was working in the garden, it  ……………………………raining 

a- was starting   

b- started 

c- starts 

d- has started      
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Example2. 

 

Answer Key:     1. who          2.  prepare 

 

 

B. PUT THE VERBS IN BRACKETS IN THE RIGHT TENSE. 

 

Here, you have to put the verbs in brackets in the correct tenses you have been 

introduced to during the three years of study at high school: present (simple, 

continuous, perfect, perfect continuous), past (simple, continuous, perfect, perfect 

continuous), or future (simple, continuous, perfect)…. 

 

Example1. 

 

Answer Key:           1. ran away                    2. are still looking for           3.has not seen 

 

Example2. 

 

Answer Key:     1.  are          2.  visited         3.will probably come      4.    will have reache 

 

B. PUT THE VERBS IN BRACKETS IN THE CORRECT TENSE OR FORM. 

 

When you are asked to give the correct form, you need to change the form of the verbs 

between brackets into gerund (+ing), infinitive (with or without to), past participle… 

according to the context of the sentences they appear in. 

FILL IN THE GAPS WITH APPROPRIATE WORDS FROM THE LIST.   (2 pts) 

1.   Not all children . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . have family problems drop out of school.  

                                      whom  -  whose   -   who 

2.  You’d better . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . well for the interview if you want to get the job. 

                                        preparing   -  prepare   -   to prepare        

“Our son (run away) ................................. from home last week. We (still/ look for) 

...........................him. His best friend says that he (not / see).........................................him 

for two weeks.” The father said. 

Moroccan authorities (to be) ......................interested in developing the tourist industry for 

many years. Last year 7.5 million tourists (to visit).................... Morocco. Another 8 million 

(probably/ to come) ....................next year. Government officials hope that by the year 2020 

the number of tourists (to reach) .........................10 million. 
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Example1. 

 

Answer Key:          1. had already taken off.                                      2. to meet 

   

B. CORRECT THE UNDERLINED MISTAKES. 

 

Here, the mistakes are already identified (you will find words with a line under them). 

You have to rewrite these words correctly. 

 

Example.1 

 

Answer Key: 

1. not to eat           2.     who           3.      for        4.    which       5.   laughing 

 

 

Example.2 

1. I will invite Kamal to the party if I had known he was in town. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

2. A new president is electing every five years. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

3. My brother really enjoys to read sports magazines. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

4. Do you still remember the teachers  which . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . taught you in primary   

school?     

 

Sentence 1 needs the correct form of conditional III because the If clause begins with « If 

I had known (past perfect). 

I would/ could  have invited Kamal to the party if I had known he was in town. 

John: I’m sorry Peter. I couldn’t see you off. When I got to the airport, your plane 

(already / take off) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Peter: Don’t worry. I’ll try (meet) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  you when I come back. 

4. The doctor advised my mother not eating. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . sugar anymore.      

5. Do you still remember the teachers which . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . taught you in primary school?     

6. The boy has been working on the computer since ....................three hours.  

7. That’s the song who ................ got the first rank in the top ten. 

8. Whenever I see this film, I can’t stop laugh............................... . 
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Sentence 2 is an example of passive voice in the simple present because you have « every 

five years ». So the correct form is : A new president is elected every five years.  

Sentence 3 is an example of  a verb followed by a gerund. So the correct form is : 

My brother really enjoys reading sports magazines. 

Sentence 4 is an example of  a wrong use of a relative pronoun. So the correct form is : 

Do you still remember the teachers who taught you in primary school? The pronoun 

« who » is referring to teachers (people), not to things. 

 

C. CORRECT THE ERRORS IN THESE SENTENCES. THERE IS ONE IN 

EACH SENTENCE. 

 

In this exercise, the mistakes are not underlined. You need to identify/ find them in 

and correct them. You need to correct one mistake in every sentence as indicated/ 

stated in the instruction. 

 

 

Example. 

 

Answer Key: 

1. What time does the soccer game start? 

2. I’m looking forward to seeing you soon. 

3. The girl can speak many languages. ( the girl can to speak many languages.) 

 

 

A. CHOOSE THE CORRECT SENTENCES. (3 pts) 

Here, you have two sentences in each set (1, 2, 3). One is correct and the other is not 

correct. You need to look at them carefully and choose the correct on in each set. 

 

1 
a. Our teacher suggested that we will read the text at home. 

b. Our teacher suggested that we should read the text at home. 

 

 

The correct sentence is: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

2 
a. The next Olympic Games will hold in 2018. 

b. The next Olympic Games will be held in 2018. 
 

The correct sentence is: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 

3 
 

 

 

a. We would have gone to a restaurant if my father had got home early. 

b. We will go to a restaurant if my father had got home early. 
 

 

  

 

1. What time the soccer game start? 

2. I’m looking forward to see you soon. 

3. The girl can to speak many languages 
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III.  VOCABULARY 

A. FILL IN THE GAPS WITH APPROPRIATE COLLOCATIONS. 

➢ Collocations: words that are often used together/ go together. 

 

Here, you are required to choose words from the list and use them to fill in the blanks/ 

gaps/ space to complete the collocations.  

 

Example1. 

 

Answer Key: 

1. earn.               2.    come               3.    pay              4.    take 

 

Example2. 

 

Answer Key:  

1. have access         2.   note taking       3.  take place 

 

Sometimes it’s a double task. 

1. Form the collocations. 

2. Then use these collocations to fill in the blanks in the given sentences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. He is finding it difficult to …………………….. a living from his poetry. 

- commit        -    pay               -    earn 

2. Every one wishes the war would ……………………. to an end soon. 

- come             -      take            -  burst 

3. She does not …………… attention to what her neighbors say. 

- come            -      pay             -     tell 

4. “Can I ……………….. your order now?” said the waiter. 

- pay              -       take            -   earn         

Film making – have access – take place – have fun – note taking – take care 

1. Many people don’t …………………………….. to internet in the country side. 

2. Listening and ………………………… are important skills to understand 

presentations at university. 

3. “Where will the next conference …………………………… ? “ the journalists asked. 
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Example3. 

 

Answer Key 

1. do the homework          2.   make a wish        3. global warming         4. heavy rain 

 
B. FILL IN THE GAPS WITH APPROPRIATE PHRASAL VERBS. 

 

In some cases, you are asked to use the phrasal verbs that fit to fill in the gaps.  Look 

at examples 1 and 2. you need to provide the phrasal verbs themselves. 

➢ Phrasal verb: a verb+ one/ two / or three particles. 

➢ P.S.  You should take into consideration the following information and 

make the necessary changes :  

1. The meaning: the phrasal verb should respect the sense and the 

context of the sentence. 

                        2. The form: negative / interrogative/ gerund/ participle. 

                        3. Tense: present/ past / future, etc. 

 

Example 1. 

Answer Key:                                    1. look up                 2.    call for 

Example 2. 

Answer Key:            1. take up         2.    show up 

 

make  - global -  do  -  general  -  heavy  -  thick a wish  -  rain  -  warming   -  the  homework 

1. “ ……… …………. before you watch tv,” His mum said. 

2. Before blowing the birthday candle, we ………. ………… . 

3. ………….. ………….. is an environmental problem that causes temperature rising and 

wildlife extinction. 

4. Yesterday’s …………… …………. destroyed many houses. 

FILL IN EACH GAP WITH THE CORRECT PHRASAL VERB FROM THE LIST.  (2 pts) 

look after  -  calm down  -  call for   -   turn up   -   look up 

1. When you are reading a text, it isn’t necessary to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .every new 

word in the  dictionary. 

2.  Many NGOs often . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . laws to protect children from violence. 

FILL IN EACH GAP WITH THE CORRECT PHRASAL VERB FROM THE LIST.  (2 pts) 

 

1. Nancy is going to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Karate next week.        

    stand for           -         look up             -       take up 

2.  Jonathan didn’t . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  for the interview yesterday because he 

was sick.                 

bring about          -          carry out             -             show up   
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In other cases, you need to provide the phrasal verbs themselves. Here you need to read 

carefully and understand the sentences/ context to provide the correct phrasal verb. 

Example:   

1- You need to ……………………  this form to join the association. 

2- “You can …………………….  this word in the dictionary!” the teacher told the 

student. 

Answer Key:                      1- fill in     2- look up 

C. REPLACE EACH UNDERLINED VERB WITH AN APPROPRIATE 

PHRASAL VERB FROM THE LIST. 

 

This exercise is similar to the one presented before. The only difference is that here, a 

list of phrasal verbs to choose from is given. 

Example. 

 

Answer Key:                      1.  stands for               2.  bring about         3.look for    

 

D. REPLACE EACH UNDERLINED VERB WITH AN APPROPRIATE 

PHRASAL VERB. 

 

You are supposed to delete/ omit the underlined verb (a verb with a line under it) and 

replace it with a phrasal verb having the same meaning as the omitted one. (a phrasal 

verb is a verb+ one or more prepositions). Here, you don’t have a list to choose from. 

 

Example. 

 

Answer Key:                   1.  fill in                 2.  apply for         3.set up      4.    Come back 

 

E. FILL IN THE GAPS WITH APPROPRIATE WORDS OR EXPRESSIONS 

FROM THE LIST. 

 

You are given a list of words or expressions from which you need to choose the right/ 

correct ones.  Take words from the list and rewrite them in the corresponding gaps. 

 

Look for- fill in – stand for – bring about – look up – get off – apply for 

1. The acronym VIP means ..................... very important person. 

2. The new initiative tries to cause .......................... change in education. 

3. The father encouraged his son to search ......................... a new job. 

I need to complete this application form. I want to ask for a visa to Canada. I’m going to 

study management there and hope to start a new business when I return to Morocco. 
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Example.1 

 

Answer Key:         1. concerned       2.    take     3.    issues     4.   environmental 

Example3. 

 

Answer Key:                   1. heritage                    2.    mortality 

 

F. FILL IN THE GAPS WITH APPROPRIATE WORDS OR EXPRESSIONS. 

 

Here, you don’t have a list to choose words from; you need to provide/ come up with 

words or expression from background knowledge. (from what you already know). 

 

Example.1    

 

Answer Key:                                1.As a result            2.   Though             3.     So as to 

 

 

 

 

 

A. FILL IN THE GAPS WITH THE APPROPRIATE WORDS FROM THE LIST.  (2 pts) 

opportunities  -  create - concerned  - take - environmental - educated - issues 

Global citizens are . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . with the world’s stability and prosperity. They . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . .   action to deal with global . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . such as poverty, war, child 

abuse and . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . degradation.  

FILL IN THE GAPS WITH APPROPRIATE WORDS FROM THE LIST.   (2 pts) 

             stability  -  illiteracy  -  heritage -  mortality  -  education 

1. One of the goals of UNESCO is to protect the cultural. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

2. Thanks to vaccination against malaria, child . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . has been 

reduced in Africa. 

1. Jane was often absent from work; ………………………………., her director 

dissmissed her. 

2. I ll try to find some time to see you this afternoon ………………….. I have so many 

things to do. 

3. Hatim is taking English classes ……………………………. improve his level in that 

language. 
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Example2. 

 

Answer Key:          1. Non-profit                corporations    

                                2.Which                      whose          

 

G. GIVE AN APPROPRIATE DEFINITION TO EACH OF THE FOLLOWING 

WORDS. 

 

You need to define/ explain given words in your own words. 

 

Example. 

 

Answer Key: 

Illiteracy:  The inability to read or write. It is also the portion of a population unable to 

read, generally given as a percentage. 

Sustainable: renewable; able to be produced or sustained for an indefinite period 

without damaging the environment. 

H. GIVE THE CORRECT FORMS OF WORDS IN BRACKETS. 

 

You need to change the form of words between brackets to form new words according 

to their function in the sentences: 

1. Forming a gerund ( by adding +ing) 

       -    After some verbs like: love, like, hate... (I like/ love / hate playing golf.) 

    -   After some expressions: be keen on / can’t stand/ cut down on… (She is 

keen on / can’t  stand         watching cartoon)              

2. Forming nouns: nouns often end in -ment, -ion, -ness, -ity, -ship. 

(development/ expression/ illness/ ability friendship) 

3. Forming people nouns: people nouns often end in -er, -or, -ist, -ian  ( speaker 

/editor/ specialist/ comedian.)  

4. Forming adjectives : adjectives often end in -able, -ible, -ive, -al, -ic, -ed, -ing 

(acceptable/sensible/  Collective / medical/ economic/ excited/ interesting) 

5. Forming adverbs: regular adverbs often end in –ly ( happily) 

non-formal – corporations – labour – non-profit – conference. 

1. UNESCO is a ............................ organisation which contributes to peace and security 

by promoting international..................................through education, science, and 

culture. 

who -  whose  -  where  -  which  -  whom 

2. The United Nations ............................... was established soon after the Second World 

War is an organisation...................................... goals are to solve conflicts among 

nations and keep peace in the world.      

Illiteracy: .............................................................................................. 

Sustainable: ......................................................................................... 
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Check this website for more details: 

http://www.bedavaingilizce.com/advanced/wf/wfa.htm 

Example.1 

 

Answer Key: 

1. citizenship   2. involvement          3. participation      4. contribute 

Example2. 

 

Answer Key:1.   Illustrate         2.    Tolerance 

 

I. JOIN THE PAIRS OF SENTENCES WITH LINKING WORDS GIVEN. 

➢ P.S. a pair of sentences = 2 sentences 

 

You use the linking words in brackets to join the two pairs of sentences to make one 

complete sentence. 

 

Example1. 

 

Answer Key: 

a. Her mother not only rebuked her, but she spanked her too. 

Or: Not only did her mother rebuke her, but she spanked her too. 

b. As there was dense fog, I couldn’t drive faster 

Or: I couldn’t drive faster as there was a dense fog. 

c. I took two days off in order to have some rest. 
 

Example2. 

 

 

Active (citizen) …………………....  can be defined as the (involve) ………………....of 

citizens in public life through their (participate) ................ in the communities' projects 

that can (contribution)...............to the improvement of people's living conditions. 

1. The teacher gave three examples to (illustration) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . the concept of 

sustainable development. 

2. The objective of this cultural event is to promote (tolerate) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

within the community. 

a/ Her mother rebuked her. She also spanked her.           [not only….but…. as well]. 

b/ There was dense fog; that’s why I couldn’t drive faster.            [ as] 

c/ I took two days off. I wanted to have some rest.         [in order to] 

  1. Rachid worked hard. He got an excellent mark. (consequently)  

   2. The meeting was cancelled. The manager was sick. (because of) 

http://www.bedavaingilizce.com/advanced/wf/wfa.htm
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Answer Key: 

1. Rachid worked hard. Consequently, He got an excellent mark.  

2. The meeting was cancelled because of the manager’s sickness. 

Or: Because of the manager’s sickness, the meeting was cancelled. 

Or: the meeting was cancelled because of the fact that the manager was sick. 

Or: Because of the fact that the manager was sick, the meeting was cancelled. 

 

 

J. MATCH THE EXCHANGES WITH THEIR APPROPRIATE FUNCTIONS 

➢ (Exchanges = short dialogues) 

 

Link the exchanges/ short dialogues with what they express.  

 

Example. 

Exchanges Functions 

1. Samir: I try to have access to this website 

but I can’t. Would you show me how to do 

it? 

Siham: Just a minute. I’ll show you how. 

2. Adil: You seem upset. 

Amina: My parents won’t let me go to the 

party on Saturday. What should I do? 

3. Salima: My brother had an accident last 

night. 

Samir: My goodness. Did he get hurt? 

a. Give advice. 

b. Make a suggestion. 

c. Respond to bad news. 

d. Ask for advice. 

e. Making a request. 

 

Answer Key:              1– e       2 – d         3 -c        

Or:   1.Making a request         2.     Ask for advice.     3.    Respond to bad news. 

 

K. MATCH THE WORDS THAT GO TOGETHER TO MAKE APPROPRIATE 

COLLOCATIONS. 

 

Here, you have two columns; in each column there is a list of words. You have to 

choose a word from column 1 and another from column 2 to form a meaningful phrase 

or expression.  
 

Example1.       

 

  

1. Equal 

2. Problem 

3. sustainable 

a. diversity 

b. opportunities 

c. mistake 

d. development 

e. solving 
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AnswerKey:1 – b         2 – e           3 -d           

Or:      1.  Equal opportunities        2.  Problem-solving       3.Sustainable development 

 

Example2. 
 

  

1. Natural 

2. Formal 

3. brain 

 

 

a. priority 

b. disaster 

c. gain 

d. education 

e. opportunity 

 

Answer Key: 1– b         2 – d         3 -c        

Or:      1.  Natural disaster        2.   Formal education       3.    Brain gain 

 

L. MATCH WORDS WITH THE CORRESPONDING DEFINITIONS. 

 

Match words with what they mean. (Definitions are given. You have just to choose the 

right ones). 

 

 

Example. 
 

Words Definitions 

1. Brain drain 

2. Acquire 

3. Achieve 

4. Biodiversity 

a. Accomplish or succeed in doing something. 

b. Learn or develop something through experience. 

c. The migration of educated or talented people from less 

economically advanced areas to large cities or richer 

countries. 

d. The variety of life in all its forms, levels, and 

combinations. 

 

Answer Key:1.  C           2.  B         3.A         4.D 

 

M. MATCH THE WORDS WITH THE CORRESPONDING SYNONYMS. 

 

You match words with other words that have the same meaning: 

 

Example. 

Words Synonyms 

1. Inventive 

2. Transfer 

3. Gain 

4. Tolerant 

 

a. Win 

b. Creative 

c. Liberal 

d. Transmit 

 

 

Answer Key:1.  B           2.    D        3.    A         4.    C 
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N. MATCH WORDS WITH THE CORRESPONDING ANTONYMS. 

 

Here, you are asked to match words with their opposites: 

 

Example. 

Words Antonyms 

1. Advanced 

2. Reducing 

3. Skilled 

4. Tempting 

a. Rising 

b. Inexperienced 

c. Basic 

d. Gain 

e. Disgusting 

f. Arrival 

 

Answer Key:1.  C           2.  A          3.B         4. E 

 

O. PROVIDE THE APPROPRIATE WORD FOR EACH OF THE FOLLOWING 

DEFINITIONS. 

 

You are given definitions to which you need to give / provide words having that 

meaning. 

Here, you don’t have any list to choose from. You have to provide your own words. 

 

Example. 

1. ……………………….. is the principal office of an organization. 

2. ………………………… is the science of human behavior, the mind and 

mental processes in humans and animals and their interaction. 

3. ………………………… is money to assist students to study. 

 

Answer Key:   1.   Headquarters          2.     Psychology           3.Scholarship 

 

P. PUT THE FOLLOWING EXCHANGES IN THE CORRECT ORDER. 

 

You are given a dialogue, but the sentences are disordered. You need to order them; 

you have to put the exchanges / sentences into good order to form a correct dialogue. 

Here you don’t have to rewrite the dialogue. You can just write the number 

corresponding to each sentence, like in the example below: 

 

 

 

 



51 
 

Example. 

 

1. Sarah: That’s fine. Many youths will have the opportunity to show their talents. 

2. Brahim: they will set up one each three months. 

3. Brahim: did you hear that our city council will start building some new 

recreational centres? 

4. Sarah: at this rate, they will have finished them by the end of the year. 

 

Answer Key:3         -       1        -       2       -      4 

 

Q. PUT THE FOLLOWING WORDS IN THE CORRECT ORDER. 

 

You  put words into order to form good correct sentences. 

 

Example. 

 

Answer Key: 

1. Traffic lights are put in the street in order to avoid accidents. 

2. As he is getting fatter, he plays sports every day. 

3.  As a teenager, I used to write a lot of poems. 

 

R. PUT THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES IN THE CORRECT ORDER. 

 

You are asked to put sentences into order to form a correct paragraph. 

 

Example. 

 

Answer Key: 

Illiterate parents are already finding that their chilren can be a considerable help to them 

when they go to school. Before they had to pay someone to read their letters . Now that 

every family has at least one child in school, they can read their own letters and write 

back. This is itself an argument in favour of school. 

1. in/lights/ are/ the street/in /Traffic/  to/ order / avoid/ put/  accidents. 

2. Getting/  is/ every/  sports / fatter/, /he/ As/  plays/  he /day. 

3. a /write/ teenager/, /to /As/  a lot of /I/used / poems. 

1. This is itself an argument in favour of school. 

2. Illiterate parents are already finding that their chilren can be a considerable help to 

them when they go to school. 

3. Now that every family has at least one child in school, they can read their own letters 

and write back. 

4. Before, they had to pay someone to read their letters .  

Adapted from : www.unesco.org 
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S. REPLACE THE UNDERLINED WORDS WITH APPROPRIATE SYNONYMS. 

 

 In this exercise, you should delete underlined words and replace them with their 

synonyms (with words having the same meanings).  Provide your own words because 

there is no list provided to choose from. 

 

Example. 

 

Classes can be more entertaining …………………………..if fun 

…………………………….. is allowed in classrooms. Such classes would have a 

positive effect on students’ morale ………………… and level. 

 

Answer Key: Entertaining :   amusing           Fun : humour       morale : temper 

 

T. REWRITE THE SENTENCES AS INDICATED. 

 

You have to follow instructions given for each sentence. 

Example. 

 

Answer Key: 

1. Hanna is a talented actress. Moreover, she is very beautiful.  

2. Despite the mother’s illness, she helps her children in their homework. 

Or Despite the fact that the mother is very ill, she helps her children in their 

homework.  

3. There is danger in some areas. Consequently, Médecins sans frontières can’t reach 

them. 

 

U. REWRITE THE SENTENCES BEGINNING WITH WORDS GIVEN. 

 

Again, you have to write the sentences differently starting with words given. You can 

change/modify the structure and form but should keep the meaning. (can’t change the 

meaning). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Hanna is a talented actress. She is very beautiful. ( moreover) 

2. The mother is very ill. She helps her children in their homework. ( despite) 

3. Médecins sans frontières can’t reach some areas because of danger. (consequently) 
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Example1. 

 

Answer Key: 

1. If only I had a driving licence ( so that  I could drive my father’ car) ( the sentence 

between brakets is optional; it is not necessary) 

2. Mr carlson said that he would be in the train station before 9.30. 

3. In this hotel, breakfast is served at 7 a.m. 

Example2. 

 

Answer Key: 

1. Music lessons should be given to children (by schools). 

2. The teacher promised to help Ahmed to improve his English. 

Or:  the teacher promised that he would help Ahmed to improve his English. 

3. If Mark had got his diploma on time, he would have applied for the job. 

  

 

V. THERE ARE (…..) ERRORS IN THE PARAGRAPH. CORRECT THEM. 

 

You need to identify/ find the errors in the paragraph and correct them. The number of 

errors is specified in the question. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. I can’t drive my father’s car because I don’t have a driving licence.  

If only. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

2. “I will be at the train station before 9:30,” Mr Carlson said. 

      Mr Carlson said that  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

3.   In this hotel, they serve breakfast at 7 a.m. 

In this hotel, breakfast . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1. Schools should give music lessons to children. 

Music lessons. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

2. “I’ll help Ahmed to improve his English,” said the teacher. 

The teacher promised . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

3. Mark didn’t apply for the job because he didn’t get his diploma on time. 

If Mark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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Example. 

The number of errors to find and correct is 9. 

Millions of consumers are probably going to turn to the internet to buy health care goods and 

services in the next little years. My study shows that the bigger obstacle  to this growing may 

be merchants’ failure to convincing people that selecting goods with the click of the mouse is 

easyer than going to the store. It is crystal clear that consumer spending for online health 

goods and services will increase. No one can to deny that the growth will be more fast after 

consumers become more used to shopping inline. 

mistakes corrections 

Are going to 

little 

bigger 

growing 

convincing 

easy 

to deny 

more fast 

inline 

will 

few 

biggest 

growth 

convince 

easier 

deny 

faster 

online 

 

W. TICK THE CORRECT SENTENCE(S). 

Tick= check= put (        ) in front of the correct/ right sentence.  

You can rewrite the right sentence if you want to. 

 

Example. 

1. The government encourages people to go to school to ……………………. 

a. give people books and pens. 

b. Reduce illiteracy in our country. 

2. She wanted to get a job so that …………………………………………… 

a. she can pay for her studies. 

b. To pay for her studies 

 

Answer Key:                  1. B                   2.   A 

CHOOSE THE CORRECT SENTENCES. 

 

1 a. Leila would have come if you had invited her. 

b. Leila would have come if you invite her. 

 

 

The correct sentence is: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

2 a. By the end of July, all students will be finished their exams. 

b. By the end of July, all students will have finished their exams. 
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The correct sentence is: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

3 a. Ali left the meeting quickly. He must have received an urgent call. 

b. Ali left the meeting quickly. He must receive an urgent call. 

 

 

The correct sentence is: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

A. WHAT DOES EACH SENTENCE EXPRESS? 

You need to give/ tell the function of each sentence or expression: 

- Giving/ asking for opinion. 

- Giving/ asking for advice. 

- Complaining/ apologizing. 

- Expressing Likes/ dislikes……... 

Example1. 

Sentences Functions 

0. You’d better see a doctor for this terrible headache. giving advice 

1. Do you think married women should stay at home? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

2. She became a manager despite her lack of experience. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

3. It’s Mother’s Day. Why don’t we buy something for mom? . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

 

Answer Key: 

1- Asking for opinion.       2- Expressing contrast.       3- Making a suggestion 

 

X. WRITE AN APPROPRIATE RESPONSE TO THE FOLLOWING SITUATION. 

 

You have a situation where you need to express:  

- Giving/ asking for opinion. 

- Giving/ asking for advice. 

- Complaining/ apologizing. 

- Expressing Likes/ dislikes……... 

Example 1 

 

 

1. You are in a hotel. There is no hot water in the shower. 

           You(Complain to the manager): . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

2. You forgot to buy your friend a present for her birthday.  

           You (Apologize to her): . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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Answer Key: 

Answers here may differ. Here are some examples. 

1. I m sorry to have to say this, but there is no hot water in the shower. 

Or : Sorry to bother you, but there is no hot water in the shower. 

2. I should have bought you a gift but I was really busy. 

Or : I apologize for not having bought you a present. 

 

Example 2 

 

Answer Key: 

Answers here may differ. Here are some examples. 

1. You’d better  / it’s helpful to take a cold shower. 

2. I am awfully sorry. But It won’t happen again. 

 

Sample language section with answer key 

Now that you have seen all the possible rubrics in the language section in isolation, try to 

answer this section from a previous national exam paper23: 

 

II. LANGUAGE         (15 POINTS) 
 

A. FILL IN THE BLANKS WITH THE APPROPRIATE PHRASES FROM THE 

LIST.(2 pts)    

made up -turned down   -   set up   -   looked up   -   came back 

 

When Khadija completed her studies abroad, she. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . to 

Morocco and . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . her own business with the help of her family.  
 

B. FILL IN EACH GAP WITH THE CORRECT WORD FROM THE LIST. (1 pt) 
 

whom   -   where   -  who     -      whose    -    which 

The woman . . . . . . . . . . . . husband died in the accident claimed that the man . . . . . . . . . . . . 

was driving the other car was drunk.   
 

C.GIVE THE CORRECT FORM OF THE WORDS IN BRACKETS.  (2 pts) 

 

People with (tradition) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . views think that women should stay at home to do 

the housework and bring up children. They totally refuse their (participate) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

in the political life of the country.  

 
23National Exam Paper,2016, Make-up session, Arts. 

1. Friend: I have a terrible fever. 

You: ( give advice) …………………………………………………………………..  

2. Neighbour: you were playing loud music late last night. I couldn’t sleep. 

You: (apologise) …………………………………………………………………….. 
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C. PUT THE VERBS IN BRACKETS IN THE RIGHT TENSE.        (3 pts) 
 

 

Alice: We’re really enjoying our stay here in Marrakech. When (you join) . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . us?  

Jessica: I (be) . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . there next Monday. I still have some work to do. 

 

Alice: What a pity, we won’t be able to see each other! By the time you arrive, I (leave) 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Morocco. 
 

D. CHOOSE THE CORRECT SENTENCES. (3 pts) 

1 
c. Our teacher suggested that we will read the text at home. 

d. Our teacher suggested that we should read the text at home. 

 

 

The correct sentence is: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

2 
c. The next Olympic Games will hold in 2018. 

d. The next Olympic Games will be held in 2018. 
 

The correct sentence is: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 

3 
 

 

 

c. We would have gone to a restaurant if my father had got home early. 

d. We will go to a restaurant if my father had got home early. 
 

 

 

The correct sentence is: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

E. MATCH EACH EXPRESSION WITH ITS APPROPRIATE FUNCTION. (2pts) 

 

Expressions Functions 

 

1. “It’s my fault; I shouldn’t have left the child 

alone.” 

2. “You ought to send your application early.” 

3. “Sorry, what does ‘brain gain’ mean?” 

4. “I’m glad to hear that you got a promotion.” 

 

 

a. Giving advice 

b. Responding to good news 

c. Expressing disagreement 

d. Expressing regret  

e. Asking for clarification 

 

 

1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 

 

F.  WRITE APPROPRIATE RESPONSES TO THE FOLLOWING SITUATIONS.         

(2 pts)  

You’ve been waiting for a friend for more than an hour.  

      You (complain to your friend): . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

      Your friend (apologises and gives a reason): . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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Answer Key: 

 

            LANGUAGE        (15 POINTS) 

 

A. GAP  FILLING:       ( 2 pts; 1 pt each)    

came back    -  set up 

 

B. GAP  FILLING:       ( 1 pt; 0.5 pt each)    

whose     -   who 

 

C. WORD FORM:    (2 pts; 1 pt each)  

traditional   -   participation     

 

D. VERB TENSE:             (3 pts; 1 pt each)   

will you join/are you joining /are you going to join -   will be / am going to be -will have 

left 

 

   E. CORRECT SENTENCES:    (3 pts; 1 pt each)     

 1: b   -   2: b   -   3: a 

 

E. MATCHING: (2 pts; 0.5 pt each)                   

1: d      2: a        3: e     4:b 

 

F. RESPONDING TO SITUATIONS: (2 pts; 1 pt each)    

Different answers are possible.  

An example: 

You : I’m sorry to say this, but your behaviour is irresponsible! I’ve been waiting for you 

for more than one hour! 

Your friend: I’m very sorry. The maths teacher decided to give an extra-hour from 11:00 

to 12:00. We were in class and I couldn’t figure out a way to let you know about it. 
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THE WRITING SECTION 
 

General Facts 

The writing section will require you to complete one or two writing tasks.  

When you are set only one task, this is given a score of 10 points; however, 

when you are asked to do two tasks, one is given a score of 4 and the other is 

given 6.  

To do the writing tasks properly, you need first to read the topic carefully and 

make sure you understand the instructions. Second, write down your ideas in 

note form and only later write in complete sentences. Lastly, revise your product 

to correct any grammar, spelling or/ and punctuation mistakes.   

 

In this section, you are expected to write one of the following:  

✓ formal/ informal letters 

✓ film/ book reviews 

✓ articles 

✓ e-mails 

✓ reports 

✓ paragraphs 

✓ multi-paragraph essays 

✓ biographies 

 

These types of writing can be 

✓ narrative 

✓ descriptive 

✓ argumentative 

 

✓ expository 

✓ persuasive 

The number of words in the writing section should be as follows: 

a. When you have only one writing task to do : 

Arts Humanities All science, technical and original streams 

From 100 to 200 words 

 
b. When you are required to do two writing tasks (one free and the other guided or semi-

guided) : 

Arts Humanities All science, technical and original streams 

from 50 to 100  words 
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Types and examples of writing 

 

 

 

1. The paragraph 

 

 

1.1. The argumentative  paragraph 

It  presents a point of view and provides evidence for the point of view taken. It is a 

paragraph  in which you try to convince the reader of something. You state your 

reasons for believing something and try to get the reader to agree. It should consists 

in: 

a) A topic Sentence identifies what is being argued for or against. 
b) Supporting Sentences include facts, examples, appeals to authority or counter-

argument to back up your point of view. Present your reasons in order of importance: 

from most important to least important 

 

c) A concluding sentence restates what is being argued for or against and why. 
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Example: 
 

               You should do your own homework. Copying someone else is illegal, 

and you can get a failing grade or even be kicked out of school. If you cheat on 

your job, you can be fired or arrested and put into jail; the government will 

certainly find you if you cheat on your taxes! Copying someone else's homework 

also means that you never learn how to do that work for yourself, so when you 

need the information later (let's say the teacher actually gives you a test on it 

where you can't copy!) then you don't know how to do it and you get another 

bad grade. Also, if you don't do your homework, you never learn how to 

discipline yourself to do unpleasant things, and when you grow up you will 

always have trouble making yourself do things like your job, paying your bills, 

and saving money. In short, doing your own homework is the best way to go! 

1.2.  Cause-effect paragraph 

This kind of paragraph discusses the causes and consequences of an action, situation, event, or 

decision. 

Example: 

                There are many factors that can lead teenagers to drop out of school. One 

major cause of such social concern is that many youths don’t have positive role models in 

their lives. So, the absence of an encouraging adult in a young person’s life causes him or her 

to think negatively about himself or herself. In other words, it will not allow them to live up 

to their full potential. Also, this lack of a positive role model often results in their 

involvement with the wrong type of people and activities. When students become involved in 

such negative situations, they usually don't concentrate fully on their studies. This can lead 

many young children to give up on their education quite early. Another cause of dropping 

out of school is lack of determination. Since they’re not determined to graduate, it can be very 

difficult for many youngsters to stay in school. Many students find it difficult to stay focused 

on school as they believe that getting an education is useless nowadays. Others simply hate 

school because they feel they are forced to attend classes. In some cultures, quitting school 

can be the result of peer and family pressure. Unfortunately, many teenagers give up into this 

pressure very easily.  Even worse, if the presence of this pressure is too negative it can lead to 

states of depression and drug addiction. In fact, drugs become the only thing they are focused 

on. As a consequence, their lives are destroyed tragically. Thus, droppingout of school can 

be the result of personal, psychological, and social factors. 
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2. The film review 

It is a briefly written description, analysis, and evaluation of the different aspects of a 

film. 

Example: 

      Twilight is a 126-min romance fantasy written by Melissa Rosenberg, directed by 

Catherine Hardwicke, and produced by Mark Morgan. The film is set in Washington and 

Arizona and it stars a teenager ( Kristen Stewart ) and a vampire (Robert Pattinson) . It was 

released theatrically in November 2008 and it tells the story of a high-schoolgirl and a 

mysterious vampire. The two fall in love, but they have to overcome social pressure and other 

obstacles to take a chance to be together. Kirsten’s acting was impressive in the film, and 

Robert’s performance was captivating. Twilight received numerous film awards including 

MTV Movie Award, People’s Choice Award, and Young Artist Award. In addition, it was 

nominated for Best Fantasy Film at the 35th Saturn Awards, and nominated for two Grammy 

Awards. I find this film incredibly moving, exciting, and thrilling. In fact, my favorite aspect 

of the film is its touching scenes. The special effects are just amazing, especially the ones 

featuring the wolves fighting. Another great thing that I like about Twilight is its terrific 

sound track. It suits the mood of the film in a perfect way. The only thing I don’t like about 

the film is some of its extremely bloody scenes. They are disappointing. Yet, the best thing 

about it is its excellent plot. The story is very relatable because it explores these important 

classic and modern-day themes of good and evil, sacrifice, the power of love, the power of 

tradition, appearance and reality, man and the natural world, and family pressure. Over all, I 

think this film contains great directing and acting. It is full of emotional moments, and tells an 

excellent moral story. That’s why I highly recommend it. 

 

3. The report 

It is a piece of organized writing which presents descriptive information about an event, 

or investigates and analyzes a situation. 

Example: 

Report:                                                    Anti-Smoking Campaign  

        Our school was the destination of a lot of students last week. The occasion was the 

launching of an anti-smoking campaign by a team of volunteers .Volunteers, including 

teachers, parents students, and experts participated in this campaign.  Nearly 500 

people took part in this voluntary work. 

         The participants engaged in many different activities.  First of all, some smokers 

volunteered to talk about their experience with addiction to smoking. They revealed how 

their life had been turned upside-down because of addiction. Then, some sociologists 

shed lights on some of the social causes and effects of smoking. Besides, health experts 

gave many lectures on some health problems caused by smoking. Finally, a charity event 
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4. The informal letter 

It is a letter written to a friend or a relative. A letter should include a heading, an 

opening, the body, a conclusion, and a closing. 

Example: 

Dear John, 

Thank you very much for your letter. I was glad to learn about some aspects of your culture, 

and I’m very happy to tell you a little bit about Morocco and its culture. 

 

Morocco is a North African country. It is the home for a variety of ethnicities that live  

together in peace. These include the Arabs, the Amazigh, people of Andalusian origin, and 

people of sub-Saharan descent. Islam is the official religion here. Also, the country is the 

home to a considerably large Jewish community, and a minority of Christians, as well. 

Generally, Moroccans are friendly, easy-going, nice people, who are known for their good 

sense of humor and hospitality. 

 

      The influences of tradition and history are reflected in the clothes that Moroccans wear. 

The "Djellaba" is a full-sleeved robe that is commonly worn by Moroccan women. The 

"Gandora", which is another popular robe worn by men, is a short-sleeved male version of the 

women’s “Djellaba”. Moroccan people are a heterogeneous group par excellence. They owe 

such diversity to the many cultures that have influenced them. 

 

       Moroccan cuisine is a mix of Arab-Amazigh and Mediterranean influences. The two 

main dishes the country is best-known for are tajine and couscous. Other popular dishes 

include “Pastilla”, “Tanjia”, and meat balls. Drinking mint tea is an important ritual that is 

performed with family and friends. 

 

      I hope this gives you an idea about Moroccan culture. Please write to me soon, and give 

my best wishes to your family. 

 

Best wishes, 

Nabil 

 

 

was held to raise money to help cure some chronic smokers. The event was wrapped up 

with imperative recommendations from the participants. They suggested that both the 

government and individuals should work together to put the brakes on this predicament 

which poses a real threat to  many students in our school these days. 

          Last of all, most of the participants agreed that the activity was a great success. 

However, some of them called for more efforts. 
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5. The formal letter 

Sample : 

The trees in the place where you live are being cut down. The land will be used for 

construction. You don’t agree with that decision. 

Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper to express disagreement and urge the civil 

society to help stop the decision.  Follow the layout and the ideas given below.  

 

FORMAL LETTER (plan) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your address 

The date 

The name and address 

you are writing to 

 

Dear Sir / Madam, (if you don’t know the person’s name) 

Dear Mr. Smith / Dear Mrs. Harris, (if you know the person’s name) 

• Give some information about you. 

• Give reasons for writing the letter. 

• Describe the situation. 

• Mention the importance of trees for people and the environment. 

• Say you disagree. 

• Ask the local authorities to stop cutting down the trees. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours faithfully, (if you begin Dear Sir or Dear Madam) 

Yours sincerely (if you begin with a name) 

 

Your signature 

Your name – printed 
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6. The essay 

It is a group of related paragraphs, which develop and discuss a central idea. A standard 

essay must include the following parts: 

 

✓ The introduction gives general background about the topic. 

                      - It introduces the central idea of the essay to be discussed later. 

✓ The body consists of at least two paragraphs. 

                     - Each paragraph begins with a clear topic sentence that is thematically related to 

the thesis statement or central idea in the introductory paragraph. 

                     - Each paragraph contains within it supporting sentences to support the topic 

sentence and ends with a concluding sentence. 

                     - Supporting sentences provide explanation, give examples, present facts and 

statistics. 

                     - Transition expressions are used to relate paragraphs. 

                   - Transition expressions are used to relate sentences. 

✓ The conclusion summarizes the main points discussed in the essay and contains a call 

for action from the part of the writer. 

 

A sample essay plan / outline 

 

“Nowadays, people have different opinions about whether women should go out to work 

or just stay at home and take care of their children and the house.”  

 Are you for or against women going out to work?  

 Write an article to your school magazine giving arguments for or against women’s work.  

 

I. Introduction:  

A. Introductory statement (very general)___________________________  

_______________________________________............................................_  

__________________________________________________________  

In my opinion, / Personally, / I think, / I believe, / I strongly agree that…, / It 

seems to me that , / As far as I am concerned, / As I see it………  

 

II. Body:  

A. First supporting idea (topic sentence):  

 

In the first place , / Firstly, / To begin with, / ________________________  

1. Also,_______________________________________________________  

2. Besides,_____________________________________________________  

3. ___________________________________________________________  

 

B. Second supporting idea (topic sentence):  

 

In the second place, / Secondly,__________________________________  

1. Moreover,___________________________________________________  

2. In addition,__________________________________________________  
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3. ___________________________________________________________  

 

C. Third supporting idea (topic sentence): Finally,_________________________  

____________________________________________________________  

1. Furthermore,_________________________________________________  

2. What is more,________________________________________________  

3. ___________________________________________________________  

 

III. Conclusion:  Restate topic:  

 

In short, / To sum up, / In conclusion, / In brief, / It is crystal clear, / To 

put it in a nutshell,____________________________________________ 

 
Example: 

Technology is the application of science for economic, social, commercial, or practical 

purposes. It has certainly changed our ways of life both positively and negatively. So, I 

believe that technology has some drawbacks in addition to its numerous advantages. 

 

           On the one hand, Technology has many advantages. To begin with, it’s making our 

lives easier and more comfortable. In other words, people save more time and effort with the 

use of technology. For example, machines and robots can perform all of our hard tasks 

perfectly and in no time. Also, great inventions, like the telephone, computers, the television, 

the cell-phone, and the internet have made communication easier and better. Additionally, 

findings have shown the positive effect of technology on our economic growth. Nowadays, 

70% of world businesses rely on technology to improve the quality of their products or 

services. Moreover, the various technological advances in transportation have turned our 

world into a small village. This allows for effective interaction between people from different 

places and cultures. In fact, with all these advantages, technology has brought about 

many positivechanges to our every-day lives. 

          On the other hand, there are some drawbacks to technology. First, people are 

becoming more and more over-dependent on technology. Second, machines are replacing 

humans in factories. This means that more people are losing their jobs to automation; this 

leads to a rapid increase in unemployment rates, especially among young people. Also, 

because of the incredible breakthroughs in entertainment industry, people have become less 

active. That’s to say, they exercise less and spend more time sitting before the TV set or 

before their computers surfing the internet or playing video games. Additionally, the 

technological advancements in chemical industry have led to the spread of many dangerous 

diseases, like cancer, HIV, and H1N1. What’s more, internet addiction is one of the negative  

outcomes of modern technology. Thus, technology can sometimes be a harmful and 

destructive tool. 
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To sum up, technology has become an essential part of our life. However, it’s a double-edged 

sword that can change our lives to the better or to the worst. So, it’s entirely up to us to use it 

wisely either or foolishly. 

 

Sample writing section24 with sample answer 

TASK 1:   Complete the following paragraph about the most important invention. (4 pts) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TASK 2:  The travel magazine, Wonders of the World, wants to select the best city of the 

year. Write an article to describe the city which you think is the best. (6 pts) 

 

 
24The National Baccalaureate Exam, Make-up session 2016, All science, technical and original streams 

 

 

 

 

   I think the most important invention is the mobile. There are at least three reasons 

why this invention is important in our life. First, it has become vital to our 

communication with others. Therefore, we can stay in touch with our relatives and 

friends.Second, we can get information fast, surf the internet and get our assignments 

done thanks to the rich resources the web offers us. Another advantage of the mobile is 

that we can turn it into an entertainment tool by watching our favorite movies or 

programs, playing online games…etc. Last but not least, mobiles have become smarter 

and come with many useful applications that facilitate our life such as the camera, the 

alarm, planner in addition to others. All these and other benefits have made mobiles 

necessary in life.  

There are many cities that appeal to tourists all over the world because of their charms. If 

I have to choose a city I consider the best, I will not hesitate to pick Marrakesh, or “the 

red city” as most people would call it. The city has something for everyone. 

           If you happen to visit Marrakesh, do not miss going on a tour to see its splendid 

malls, famous historic monuments and unique markets. The city has a welcoming 

atmosphere, and the people are friendly and hospitable. Moreover, the pure air and the 

numerous green spaces and parks attract those looking for relaxation.  

          For those who are into exciting nightlife, Marrakesh is simply the best destination. 

Late afternoon and night are the best periods one can enjoy the beauty of the city because 

you can shop at the many bazars downtown, try Moroccan cuisine in one of the many 

restaurants the city has at reasonable prices. Besides, in ‘Jamaa Lefna’ square, you can 

have a lot of entertainment and fun watching storytellers, acrobats and many other street 

performers.  

       In brief, Marrakesh is just the right destination for all types of visitors since it offers 

a unique experience. Therefore, visiting the red city is something you will never regret! 


